THE MAN I KNEW

Their Majesties were expected, and there was much agita-
tion amongst the ladies over the mourning, which they had
to get very hurriedly. Douglas'met Their Majesties officially
with the Guard of Honour and we were both invited to tea
at the Pavilion (the Royal residence at Aldershot). After
tea Their Majesties drove down the lines to the Flying Corps
on Cove Common. Unfortunately the day was very windy
and very little could be done. The King was greatly interested
in a man-lifting kite, one of the newest developments. We -.
dined at the Pavilion along with a few generals and their
wives and others who formed the company apart from Their
Majesties' household.

I remember one rather amusing episode which showed
the consideration of the Queen for one of the guests, much

to the latter's embarrassment! Mrs.------suffered from too

much embonpoint and might have been thought to be in"an
interesting condition", which thought had evidently struck
Her Majesty. During the evening the Queen kindly arranged
that a chair be continually given to the guest, so that she

might sit down. Mrs. ------was confused and obviously

wondered why she should be singled out in this way, and
would not avail herself of the kind and sympathetic atten-
tion. Therefore the Queen, seeing this, remarked to her that
she ought to be taking care of herself and that she would be
excused sitting in their presence. Most of the other ladies

were secretly very amused, as Mrs.------was not really

"interesting" at all; it was only her usual unfortunate shape
that gave her this appearance.

Their Majesties told us that Queen Alexandra had felt her
loss very keenly but was well. The King and Queen visited
some area of the Aldershot Command every day, also the
three hospitals, and took us with them. I remember that the
last visit, in May 1914, was just after the Ulster trouble and
the King brought Mr. Asquith, both as Prime Minister and
as Minister of War, The Ulster trouble is difficult to de-
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